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EQuINE PURGATIVES. 


At a recent Society meeting, the subject of equine 
purgatives was mentioned during the discussion of 
a bowel case, but was not considered at length. 
The subject is one of everyday importance in 

ractice; it crops up not infrequently at our meet- 
ings, but, as in the present instance, seldom goes 
beyond a desultory conversation. Aloes still retains 
its old place as the most commonly used equine 

urgative; but every clinician knows its draw- 

acks, and has seen them illustrated in practice. 

Despite this knowledge, few veterinary surgeons 
seem to seriously think of searching for a more 
efficient—or rather, a less objectionable—substitute 
for aloes. Thesensitiveness and other peculiarities 
of the equine digestive canal make the question 
one of more than usual difficulty, which means 
that observations must be often repeated, and 
comparisons with the experience of other men must 
be made before any definite results can emerge. 

We might profitably review our knowledge of the 
more rapidly acting and drastic hypodermic or 
intravenous equine purgatives. There is now an 
amount of unrecorded experience regarding these ; 
many practitioners use them, others distrust them, 
in some cases at least as a result of unfavourable 
experiences which they are not always willing to 
impart. The profession is not unanimous in its 
estimate of them ; and the published opinions are 
especially conflicting with regard to barium 
chloride. Here is ample material for an inter- 
change of views. The subject is essentially one for 
practitioners; and although horse practice has 
diminished enormously in volume since the advent 
of motor traction, there is still enough capital 
invested in horseflesh to make it worth while to do 
better if we can; and our professional esprit, and 
the humanitarian side have also to be considered. 


Foot anp Mouts. 


A fresh outbreak was reported last week, in the 
Midlands, near Tamworth. This brings the 
number of outbreaks for 31 weeks of 1919 up to 
the total of 20. There were 3 outbreaks recorded 
in the 52 weeks of 1918. These were between 
Sept. 28 and Oct. 12; from then until Jan. 11 of 
this year we had a clean bill, but up to March 15 
there were only two weeks returns which did not 
show one or several outbreaks, most of which were 
traceable to the original one. Again, for 19 weeks 
no outbreaks occurred, now we have a return from 
a Midland county—well away from the coast, in 
what one might consider a distinctly unlikely 
district for re-infection. 


ADENOMAS. 


Sebaceous adenomas are benign epithelial 
tumours of the skin, well characterised both in 
animals and in man. They are not of frequent 
occurrence. Prof. Ball, having seen the condition 
in a dog and a bitch, published a clinical and histo- 
logical study in the Jowrnal de Médecine Vétérinaire 
et de Zootechnie de Lyon of 1914, of which the 
following is a summary :— 

Sebaceous adenomas are multiple upon the same 
subject. They are situated principally upon the 
skin of the head, neck, and trunk, and less often in 
the region of the limbs and particularly of the 
digits. Sometimes several adenomata are grouped. 

They are small hemispherical tumours, sessile or, 
sometimes acuminate, conical, and forming a more 
or less pronounced projection. In rare cases, their 
centre is umbilicated. Their size resembles that of 
a pin’s head, often that of a hempseed, and some- 
times they attain that of a pea. 

In general, the colour of these tumours is pene 
ish grey, or greyish with whitish or yellowish 
points. In certain cases, which are known as of 
the Balser type, the colour is simply that of the skin, 
which may appear either a little depigmented or 
normal. At other times, the lesion presents a rosy 
yellow or orange yellow colour, with reddish 
vascular arborisations. In this last case, the seba- 
ceous adenoma corresponds to that of the Pringle 
type. described in man. 

he surfaces of the tumours are smooth or 
mammillated, and their consistence is firm or soft in 
different cases. The distinctly projecting tumours 
are rather soft. . 

In man, two types of sebaceous adenoma are 
distinguished, according to their colour. The first 
is the Balser type, which is rare, and in which the 
colour of the tumour is that of the skin, with some- 
times small whitish points. The second is the 
Pringle type, in which the tumour is rosy yellow 
or reddish, with dilatation of the papillary and sub- 
papillary vessels. Both these varieties are found 
in the dog. In reality they are two aspects of the 
same lesion, with a vascular difference in the second 
case. According to Dariér, the latter type is con- 
nected with vascular naevi. 

Histological section of a small hemispherical 
sebaceous adenoma showed that it was invested by 
a sensibly thickened or normal epidermis, in the 
midst of which were found, in the generatory 
stratum or the stratum filamentosum, numerous 
epithelial cells undergoing karyokinasis. In the 
subjacent derma forming the framework of the 
tumour, numerous sebaceous glandular lobules were 
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found, and also hypertrophied sebaceous glands in 
continuity with a pilo-sebaceous follicle. These 
newly formed glandular islets were composed of 
sebaceous follicles of roundéd, oval, or ea 
form. Sometimes the adenomatous formations 
were ramified in the fashion of a simple acinous 
gland. 

The development of sebaceous adenomas is very 
slow. On the other hand, in the course of time, 
they multiply upon the skin. In all cases they are 
benign tumours, and their complete removal with 
the curette ensures their disappearance. Re- 
currences only appear if some sebaceous vestiges 
have escaped the instrument. The tumours may also 
be destroyed with the thermo-cautery.—Annales 
de Méd. 


TINCTURE OF JUNIPER IN 
Equine Wounp TREATMENT. 


L. Iwanow has published an article upon this 
subject in the Schweizer Archiv. fiir Tierheilkunde. 
The scarcity and high price of tincture of iodine, 
mastiche, and other preparations hitherto used in 
wound treatment, led him to experiment in order to 
find a substitute for treating wounds in the horse. 
He tried tincture of juniper, which he prepared 
himself with one part of triturated juniper berries 
and three parts of alcohol of 90% to 95% strength. 
This mixture was first left for four or five days in a 
closed vessel, and then filtered through a layer of 
cotton wool. It is a greenish-brown, almost trans- 
parent, aromatic, adhesive liquid which when poured 
upon the wound rapidly evaporates, leaving a resi- 
nous surface. 

Tincture of juniper thus prepared has been used 
with success upon thousands of Army horses. It is 
applied daily by pieces of cotton wool attached to 
wooden sticks, first round the wound and then upon 
the surface of the wound itself. It is better not to 
shave the hair about the wound; because this con- 
stitutes a substantial protection against external 
causes of injury. Neither liquids nor disinfecting 
powders are required. At the subsequent applica- 
tions of the treatment, a piece of dry cotton wool is 
used to eliminate the secretions of the wound; any 
adherent foreign bodies are removed, and the wound 
and its margins are covered anew with tincture of 
juniper. As the wound improves, the dressings 
may be reduced to once every two or three days. 

According to Iwanow, the efficacy of this treat- 
ment lies in the ozonising action of the terpenes 
contained in juniper, and in the formation of a resi- 
nous protective surface. In addition to this, tinc- 
ture of juniper irritates the tissues less than iodine 
does, and the scission of the sugar contained in it 
produces carbonic acid, which hinders the develop- 
ment of germs and exercises a hormonic stimulation 
upon the formation of granulation tissue.—(La 
Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
V.M.A. IRELAND Division. 

16th, at 
r. L. M. 


A General meeting was held on Friday, 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. 

Magee, President, occupied the chair and the other 
members present were :— Messrs. ~~ Dunlop, Kelly, 
Malone, Cushnahan, Howard, orris, Barlow, 
Wilkinson, Doyle, Melann, Capt. Reavy, Profs. Craig, 
O’Connor, Browne, Kehoe. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been 
circulated, were taken as read and signed. The minutes 
of the special general meeting, having been read, were 
also signed. 


CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. MAGEE, in the course of an interesting address, 
expressed his appreciation of the honour that had been 
conferred on him in electing him President of the Vet- 
erinary Medical Association of Ireland, and said he felt 
sure there were other members of the Association more 
worthy of the distinction. He dwelt upon the import- 
ance of the Association in promoting the welfare of the 

rofession and of the consequent desirability of its 

ving as large a membership as possible. He strongly . 
advocated the exhibition of interesting specimens, and 
the giving practical demonstrations at their general 
meetings as being sure to prove instructive and attrac- 
tive to the members, and he proposed arrangements of 
this nature for the August meeting. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance had been re- 
ceived from Messrs. Cosgrove, Elkins, Cathcart, Preston, 
Holland, Dobbyn. 

Letter from Mr. Watson, Public Health Dept., Dublin 
Corporation, with reference to the deputation to the 
Corporation. 

After discussion it was decided that Prof. Craig and 
Mr. Wilkinson should interview Mr. Watson on the 
matter, and that further action thereon should be post- 
poned pending the result of the interview. 

The Hon. Szc. read a letter from the Sanitary Institute 
inviting delegates to the forthcoming Congress at New- 
castle. It was decided, owing to lack of funds on 
account of recent extraordinary expenditure, not to send 
a delegate this year. 

Letter received from Prof. Wooldridge, dated April 
28th, containing two resolutions passed by Council of 
N.V.M.A., re Ministry of Health Bill. 

Prof. O’Connor : I suppose we will just reply show- 
ing action is being taken ? 

Mr. Norris : Is that letter open for discussiou ? 

The CuarrMan: If you like—if you think there is 
anything in it. 

r. Norris: I think there is a great want of co-ordina- 
tion. The National Veterinary Association apparently 
made no effort, neither did the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, to instruct its members what action to 
take. I think this want of co-ordination is an un- 
fortunate waste of energy. The isolated efforts made 
over the Ministry of Health Bill were extremely bad. 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who retain 
parliamentary agents to inform them when bills per- 
taining to the profession come on, should be able to 
draw some programme and send it out to the Associa- 
tions so that the members could act in unison. 


t taking no action? 

Mr. Norris: Yes, I do, but I think it is too late for 
action in the present case. 

Capt. Reavy considered that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was slow in looking after the 
interests of the profession generally, in connection with 
the Ministry of Health Bill. All the members of the 
profession should have been organised to support their 


The CuarRMAN : Do you sug 
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claims for representation under the Ministry of Health 
Act. They could have got into touch with their respec- 
tive Members of Parliament to obtain their influence in 
the matter. With a co-ordinated movement of this 
kind there would have been much more chance of 
success in attaining the object in view. 

Prof. O’Connor : With regard to the clause of the 
Ministry of Health Bill applying to Irelaed, the Royal 
College could not be accused of being dilatory, as the 
first intimation they had of its introduction was from 
Mr. Thatcher, the Solicitor to the R.C.V.S. 

Prof. Craic: The first point raised was that of the 
action taken by the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, Now weas an Association have got to remember 
that any action taken, was taken by the Royal College. 
It was from them we first got information of the applica- 
tion of the Bill to Ireland, and they suggested additions 
or amendments to the Bill. Any deputation sent, was 
sent—it may not be immediate—as the result of the 
action taken by the Royal College. Regarding the 
other point, I thoroughly agree there is a great want of 
co-ordination, which is very deplorable and a great pity. 
We have an opportunity of improving the profession 
which may not rise again. I also agree the National 
Veterinary Medical Association are very tardy in their 
efforts to do very much for the profession, and not in a 
— to make any proposition to the Chief Secretar 
or Ireland. I propose, therefore, we communicate wit 

them, telling them what we think the best form of 
resolution to send to the Chief Secretary as to the needs 
of the profession in Ireland. 
_ Mr. Norris: I propose the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons be asked to give the Veterinary Associa- 
tions the earliest possible intimation of the introduction 
to Parliament of Bills affecting the profession, together 
with an intimation of the lines on which members 
should work, so that the action of the whole profession 
would be co-ordinated. 

Mr. McCann: I have great pleasure in seconding 
that resolution. 

The CHarRMAN: The resolution, gentlemen, now 
before you is “That the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons should be asked to give Veterinary Associations 
the earliest possible intimation of the introduction of 
Parliamentary Bills affecting the Profession, together 
with an intimation of the lines upon which local Associa- 
tions should work, so that the efforts of the whole Pro- 
fession may be co-ordinated.” (Passed unanimously.) 


Report oF 


A Council meeting was held in the Royal Veterinary 
College on March 10th. 

The following were co-opted on the Council, Messrs. 
Hamilton, Cosgrove and Barlow. 

A letter was read from the Victoria Veterinary Benev- 
olent Fund asking for a representative to be nominated 
for that Council. Mr. P. J. Howard was nominated as 
the representative of the V.M.A.I. 

A special meeting of Council was summoned by phone 
on Sunday March 30th, 1919, and held on the same day 
at 4 p.m., in the Royal Veterinary College, to consider 
the question of sendinga Deputation immediately to the 
House of Commons re the Ministry of Health Bill as 
applied to Ireland. 

After discussion it was proposed by Capt. Reavy and 
seconded by Prof. O’Connor and unanimously 
that a deputation be sent on that ( Sunday ) evening to 
the House of Commons to interview Mr. Devlin an 
other Irish members of Parliament with a view to ob- 
taining their support of amendment claiming represen- 
tation of the veterinary profession on the Irish Public 
Health Council of the Ministry of Health Bill as applied 
to Ireland. 

It was proposed by Mr. Wilkinson seconded by Mr. 
Cushnahan and passed unanimously that Capt. vy 


and Prof. O’Connor form the deputation. They consented 
todoso. It was decided that the V.M.A.I. should defray 
the expenses of the deputation. 

A meeting of the Council was held at the Royal Vet- 
erinary College on April 7th 1919, at 3.30 p.m. The 
Hon. Secretary read the report of the action taken by 
the Council re the Ministry of Health Bill and that of 
the deputation to the House of Commons re same. 

It was decided to call a special general meeting of the 
V.M. Association on Friday, April 11th, 1919 at 2.30 p.m. 
in the Royal Veterinary College to hear the reports of 
the action of the Council re the Ministry of Health Bill 
and of the Deputation to the House of Commons in re- 
lation to same and to consider further action in the 
matter. 

A special general ys of the Association was held 
in the Royal Veterinary College, on April 11th, at 2.30 
p-m. It was decided to send a Deputation representing 
the various V.M.A. in Ireland to the Chief oy mf to 

ress the claims of the veterinary profession in [reland, 
or representation on the Irish Public Health Council, 
and that the Deputation be formed as follows :— Messrs. 
P. J. Howard, B. P. Mahony, representing the Central 
V.M.A., Messrs. Ewing Johnston, and another member 
representing the North of Ireland V.M.A., Capt. Reavy 
and Prof. O’Connor representing the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland. 

It was proposed by Prof. Craig and seconded by Mr. 
F. Daly that each member of the V.M.A.I. be asked to 
subscribe 10/- towards the expenses of the Deputation 
to the House of Commons re the Ministry of Health 
Bill. It was suggested by Mr. Holland that the question 
of raising professional fees be put on the Agenda for 
the next general meeting of the Association. 

A Council mg | was held in the Royal Veterinary 
College on April 17th, 1919, at 3.30 p.m. The following 
correspondence was read :— 


1. A letter from Mr. McGuinness, Secretary to the 
Veterinary Inspectors Association, asking the support 
of our Association of their claims to be includrd in the 
Professional Offices class of the Civil Service, like the 
veterinary inspectors of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. A resolution was carried supporting this claim. 

2. A reply from the Chief Secretary for Ireland re- 
gretting his inability to receive a Deputation from the 
various V.M.A. of Ireland re representation on the Pub- 
lic Health Council as applied to [reland. and offering to 
consider representations on the subject put forward in 
writing. 


The Hon. Sec. and Prof. Craig were instructed to 


draft a letter asking him to reconsider hie decision, and 
» draw up a statement to be forwarded with the letter 
showing the 


ounds on which the a profession 
based their claims for representation on the Irish Public 
Health Council. 

3. A letter from Mr. E. Johnston, in reply to letter 
written by the Hon. Sec. of the V.M.A.I. informing him 
of our decieion to ask the Chief Secretary to receive a 
Deputation from the various V.M. Associations in Ire- 
land, saying that the North of Ireland V.M.A. was 
arranging a Deputation to the Chief Secretary on the 
occasion of his visit to Belfast on April 29th, suggesting 
that we should have a separate Deputation, but that he 
would put the matter before the meeting of his Associ- 
ation on the following Friday and let me know the result ; 
that he was arranging for an amendment in the House 


d|of Lords, and suggesting that we should support this 


rocedure. 

4, A letter from the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Relief 
Fund, asking for a contribution. It was decided with 
regret that the state of the funds of the Association 
would not permit of a subscription to the fund at present. 

5. A letter from Prof. Wooldridge acknowledging re- 
ceipt of resolutions proposed by Mr. Watson and secon- 
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ded by Prof. Craig at the January meeting, and promis- 
ing to put them before the Council of the National 
Association at an early meeting. 

6. A letter from Mr. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. to the 
Central V.M.A., London, enclosing a resolution of his 
Association supporting our claim for representation on 
the Irish Public Health Council, and an additional copy 
of same for the Central V.M.A. of Ireland. It was de- 
cided that the next general meeting be held on May 16th 
at 7.30 p.m., in the Gresham Hotel if available, and if 
not at the R.V. College, and that the agenda be as fol- 
lows :—Discussion of question of raising professional 


fees. A paper “ Notes on Clinical cases” by Mr. F. 
Daly. Other business. That a reporter be engaged to 
report same. 


A special meeting of Council was held in the R.V- 
College on April 28th, at 3.30 P m. 

A letter was read from Mr. Johnston saying that the 
North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association could 
not see their way to include any further members of the 
other Irish V.M.A. in the Deputation which was to wait 
on the Chief Secretary for Ireland during his visit to 
Belfast, as the number was limited to 5 and the mem- 
bers of the Deputation elected. 

The Hon. retary was directed to write to Mr. 
Johnston regretting his inability to include members 
from the other V.M.A. on their Deputation asking him 
to let us know the result of their Deputation, so that 
we might know what to do re further application to the 
Chief Secretary. 

Instructions were given to the Hon. Secretary, when 
summoning the general meeting for May 16th to enclose 
an appeal to members for a sum of 10/- each towards 
the expenses incurred by the Deputation tu the House 
of Commons. 


Mr. KEtty : I notice it is months after the meetings 
we read accounts of them in the professional papers. 
Could anything be done to expedite their publication ? 

The CHarrmMAN: I am thoroughly in sympathy with 
what you suggest Mr. fy h me you 
are hitting me very hard, because I am really one of the 
chief offenders. I hope the members in future will send 
back their notes corrected earlier, so that they can be 
sent to the printers earlier for publication. 


Ministry oF Britt Reports. 


The Hon. Src. read a continuation of the Report of 
the action of the V.M.A, ve the Ministry of Health Bill 
as applied to Ireland. The report dealt in detail with 
correspondence with Mr. Thatcher, Solicitor to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, with Mr. Ewin 
Johnston, Belfast, President of the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, with Irish Members of 
parliament, with the Chief Secretary for Ireland, with 
the Hon. Sec. of the Central Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, London, and the Hon. Sec. of tho National V.M.A. 
With conversations with various parties, and with 
Council and general meetings on the subject, the latest 
conference referred to being one held at Upper Mount 
Street before Messrs. E. Johnston, Jordan, Finlay Kerr, 
Norris, Prof. Craig and the Hon. Secretary, at which 
Mr. E. Johnston, speaking on behalf of the North of 
Ireland V.M.A., proposed the formation of a conjoint 
committee composed of two members from each of the 
Irish V.M.A. to have carte blanche to deal with matters 
in connection with the Ministry of Public Health, and 
to discuss the we of pro nda, with a view to 
educating the public on the need of veterinary represen- 
tation on Public Health Bodies. After discussion, it 
eet by Mr. Norris, seconded by Mr. Daly, and 


“That in the opinion of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland a conjoint Committee should be 
formed by the various Veterinary Medical Associations 
in Ireland, and that we appoint two members to act on 
such Committee in conjunction with the other Veter- 
inary Associations for co-ordinating their efforts in the 
interests of the Profession.” 


Mr. Norris: Prof. O’Connor’s statement of what 
took place at the conference is very full and clear. 

The CasremaNn: I think Prof.O’Connor, our Secretary, 
eat credit on his splendid report, (Hear, hear). 


deserves 
EAVY: The whole thing is only camouflage. 


Capt. 


J.|The man who was responsible for bringing in the Bill, 


threatened to withdraw it altogether if there were any 
more amendments or additions put toit. 

It was decided that the delegates to the joint-confer- 
ence report back to the Association before taking any 
action. 

Printing accounts were passed for payment. 


PROFESSIONAL FEEs. 


The CuarkMAN: The question of raising fees is now 
open for discussion. . 

Mr. Ketty : This question should be discussed at full 
length in the near future. It isa discussion that may 
be made fruitful of much good. The standard or status — 
that any man in the ee may fix for himself has 
always been and shall always remain a question of rela- 
tive values. I hold very strongly to the view chat the 
public take you at the price you put upon yourself. A 
man is the keeper of his own professional conscience, 
the best judge of his own standard of living and course 
of conduct. 

Personality and attainments, coupled 
with intelligence, and that cultured attitude which every 
man who claims to be a member of a profession ought 
always maintain towards the public, count for almost 
everything ; in fact there are so many conflicting personal 
elements entering into the subject that it almost rules 
the discussion of the question outside the region of pos- 
sibility altogether. 

But suppose a man takes the wrong turning and strays 
into the profession, whose habits of thought and natural 
tendencies are to keep a tripe shop rather than to be a 
useful member of an honourable profession, who, when 
he thinks at all thinks in terms of tripe, what are you 
todo with him? The question is worth some consider- 
ation, and is one that opens up strange possibilities. 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons lays down a 
scale of ethics below which no man can go and still 
remain a member of the profession, I think the time 
is ripe when that scale might with advantage be sub- 
mitted for revision. I hold, if a man naturally gravi- 
tates towards the gee he ought to be compelled to 
there alone, and should not be permitted to bring the 
profession there with him. 

Mr. Dove: How can you prevent him ; once he isa 
qualified man he is always qualified. 

Mr. Ketty: The Council can and ought to prevent 
him. They can you and me if we do unprofes- 
sional things. Of course, if you were fired with a passion 
to investigate you could put Share Jones’ Transfusion 
of Blood theory into operation and wait for the result. 
It would be interesting, but would take some time. 

There has been much discussion here to-night about 
the North of Ireland Association, I had the misfortune 
some 18 or 20 months ago to read a report of a meeting 
of that body. It was the dullest and most painful ex- 
perience of my life. The mentality of one gentleman 
who spoke there may be gathered from the fact that he 
said he examined horses for five shillings, and his father 
before him examined them at the same price ; in fact it 
came down to himas a sort of tradition in the family. 
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This is most alarming, especially when you remember 
that this is the part of the country which according to 
themselves contains “all the wealth and all the intelli- 
gence” in the land. 

Yet as you read through this report, halting and spine- 
less as itis, you discover that any one of those men who 
spoke there were inspired with as strong a motive as you 
are here to-night and were as anxious to do the right 
thing only for the “other fellow.” Although this does 
not adorn a tale it points a moral, and the moral is this. 
If you want the profession to close in its ranks and pre- 
sent a firm front to whatever difficulties that may lie in 


its way in the future, you will have to attack the evilat | d 


its root and the way to do that is by organisation—by 
welding the profession up all over thecountry. We live 
in an age of organisation. Every profession or calling 
you point out finds its very existence depends on its 
capacity to fence itself around. 

ven the medical worm shows signs of turning, and if 
the world is to be made safe from democracy, now is the 
acceptable time, and I’d venture to say that the members 
of the profession in the north of Ireland will not be the 
last to come forward for that desirable purpose. 


After further discussion, during which some members 
present said they have already substantially increased 
their fees, it was decided that it was essential to increase 
the fees considerably, and that the amount of the increase 
should be left to the discretion of the practitioner. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
Frep J. DALY, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I have been asked to 
provide a paper for this meeting consisting of notes on 
interesting cases which I have come across in my practice. 
I will start by saying that my paper must be short, as 
I have not met with many of what might be called “inter- 
esting” cases, during my short time practising. However, 
[ hope these notes will make an opening for a discussion 
during which we will hear of other interesting cases 
which members present have met with. 


Wounp oF ABDOMEN. 


An aged draught mare met with an accident while en- 
gaged carting timber, with the result that several feet 
of smail intestine protruded through a wound in the wall 
of the abdomen, and although this intestine became 
contaminated with pieces of chop and dust, the mare 
made a complete recovery. I mention it as an instance 
of the great resistance of the peritoneum of a healthy 
horse to outside infection. 

The accident occurred about seven o'clock in the 
evening, and shortly after the owner came and told me 
that the animal had been kicking in a lorry, and that a 
crook hadentered the abdomen making a wound through 
which the bowels were naan 

I found the mare standing on the roadside, blowing a 
little, and shivering all over. The wound was on the 
near side and about three inches to the inner side of the 
dewlap. At this time there was about eighteen inches 
of intestine protruding, and the carter was holding it up 
to the wound in the nose bag from which the mare h 
been feeding during the day. 

I had her taken into the nearest field, and gave her a 
good dose of chloroform as she stood. She went down 
in about four minutes, and when I had her well under 
the chloroform I enlarged the wound and returned the 
bowel, having first washed it as best I could and removed 
all the grains of oats, and pieces of hay and other dirt 
which had adhered to it from the nose bag. About five 
or six feet of the intestine had come through the wound, 
due principally to the carter letting go the bag when 
she was going down, although I warned him not to let 
it go. Needless to say the surgery in this case was very 
crude, as I could get very little water, and also because 


[ had to get the bowel back as soon as possible, as the 
peritoneum was beginning to show signs of congestion 
and inflammation. : 

I sutured the wound with interrupted sutures placed 
close together and going through all muscular coats and 
peritoneum. I put another row of interrupted sutures 
through the skin, and after putting on a truss, with a 

d over the wound, I left her to come out of the chloro- 

orm. I gave her some stimulants that night, and on 
calling the next day I found her standing up and feeding 
a little. She had to be taken along the road the next 
day to another farm where she was haps in a small pad- 


ock, 
The fourth day her temperature ran to 104°F. but 
after this receded gradually, and the wound healed in 
six weeks. The sutures became quite loose after three 
weeks and I removed them with forceps. I saw this 
mare working carting timber in the same place twelve 
months afterwards and she was nothing the worse on 
account of theaccident. Only a very small scar remains 
to show where the wound had been, but there was no 
enlargement of any kind, and the owner told me she 
worked just as well as before the accident and was never 
a day sick. 


ABSCESSES. 


The next case I will mention is one which I attended 
some time ago. The subject was a three year old draught 
mare which had been running at grass. When I got to 
the farm I found her lying stretched on her side with all 
four legs extended, blowing a little, and evidently suffer- 
ing considerable pain. I got her on her legs with con- 
siderable difficulty, but this increased the pain, and she 
could stand only for a few seconda and then dropped 
down again. It was evident from her attitude and 
movements while standing that the trouble was in the 
hind part of the body and hind legs. I noticed that the 
off hind leg was swollen to a considerable extent all 
the way up, but neither the — glands nor lym- 
phatic vessels were tender. The near hind leg was also 
a little swollen. 

The owner told me afterwards that shehad been trea- 
ted for farcy some weeks before, but had been gettin 
worse. The swollen leg showed marks o 
where it had been scarified. Her temperature was 103° F. 
— _ considerably faster than normal, but strong 
and full. 

On rectal examination I found there was a firm en- 
largement in the my formed by the division in the 
posterior aorta into the iliac arteries. At first I thought 
it was an aneurism, filled with a firm blood clot, at theend 
of the aorta, but I could feel pulsations in the iliac arter- 
ies, and could also cause the filly increased pain by ex- 
erting pressure on the enlargement. .,Considering these 
facts, also that the illness had only extended over a few 
weeks, I came to the conclusion that the enlargement 
was an abscess forming. I applied “expectant” treat- 
ment, gave salines to keep the bowels regular, and waited 
for results. I told the owner what my opinion was, and 
that the abscess would either break into the abdeminal 
cavity or beside the anus. The filly remained in the 
condition I have described for eight days, and on the 
ninth the abscess broke a little above and to the right 
of the anus. After that she was treated in the usual 
way and made a steady recovery for a month, when 
another abscess formed and broke in the same region ; 
this last one however did not cause much general trouble. 
After the second abscess had broken the filly made an 
uneventful recovery, the swelling of the legs completely 
disappeared, and she was sold afterwards ata figure. 

This case brought home to me very much the necessity 
of making a rectal examination in all cases where there 
is the slightest possibility of there being abdominal 


trouble in connection with the illness, for in this case 
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the swelling of the 1 was evidently due to pressure 
of the abscess on the iliac veins ; also I might have fallen 
into the error of treating the filly for lymphangitis had 
I not happened to make the rectal examination. This 
filly had been served by a draught sire about two 
weeks before she got ill, and the owner told me he be- 
lieved the horse was suffering from strangles at the time, 
so that the abscess might possibly have been due to 
streptococcus equi, and the infection have been conveyed 
during service. There was, however, no other abscess 
formation or other signs of strangles in the filly. 

Isaw three other cases the same season where abscesses 
formed and broke in the region of the anus, but in none 
of them was there any general disturbance. In each 
case the subject was a mare and had been served shortly 
before. Unfortunately, I did not get any of the pus 
from these abscesses so could not say what organisms 
caused them. Strangles was very prevalent in the dis- 
trict where these cases occurred during that season. 


REPAIR OF FRACTURE, 


Another case which I think may be of some little 
interest. An aged pony mare which had her leg broken, 
and yon she was not put in slings, the leg set 
almost perfectly. The subject was an Iceland pony 
about sixteen or seventeen years old. She had a foal a 
week old at foot, and was running at grass with another 
mare. They had some differences about domestic matters, 
with the result that the pony mare got kicked, breaking 
the near hind Jeg in the region of the small bones of the 
hock. When I saw her a few hours after the accident 
it was difficult to say whether it was the extreme upper 
end of the metatarsal bones or the tarsal bones that 
were broken, as there was some swelling around the 

rt. However, there was distinct crepitation on man- 
ipulation but no superficial wound, and the lower part 
of the leg could be moved in any direction, being held 
on by soft tissues only. There was little displacement, 


but when weight was put on the the leg it doubled up| bee 


under. 

I considered the case hopeless, especially on account 
of the age of the animal, but as the foal would probably 
die if it lost its mother, I decided to try treatment. 

I wrapped the leg from a point close to the stifle joint 
down to the foot in cotton wool, and then applied a 
strong plaster-of-paris cast of the same length, and 
covered it with temporary wood splints to be left on till 
the cast set. 

The pony was not able to rise the next day, so I had 
her helped up, but after the second day she could rise 
herself without help. By this time the cast had set, and 
I removed the rig ay splints and left the mare on 
grass. I did not put her in slings because the foal 
would have difficulty in sucking. he was left in the 
field for a month, at the end of which I remdved the 
cast, and found that the leg had set alright except that 
the toe was slightly turned outwards. A good sized 
callus formed round the break, but does not interfere 
with the action of the hock joint, and the pony has been 
working regularly for three-and-a-half years now, and is 
trotting sound. 

Mik Fever ? 


The next case which I will mention is that of a cow 
about six years old, which had calved about three 
months. The history the owner gave me was that this 
cow was a good milker and was perfectly healthy up to 
the day on which I saw her. On that morning he 
noticed she was not feeding in the pasture, and when he 
started to walk her to a stable saw she was unsteady on 
the hind legs—s ring a good deal, and when he got 
her to the yard she lay down half way across it. When 
I saw her two hours afterwards she was still down in 
the yard, and mage unable to rise even with assist- 
ance. She sho symptoms similar to those seen in 


milk fever, including glassy, staring eyes with wild di- 
latory pupils, normal temperature, the head turned 
round on the ribs, and was becoming dull—would take 
little notice of a dog, or when struck with a whip. I 
was rather at sea aS to what was the cause of the symp- 
toms but as these resembled milk fever so markedly I 
decided to try the treatment used for this disease. I 
pumped up the udder with filtered air, and left some 
stimulant medicine to be given later. I called the next 
we J and found her standing and eating well. The owner 
told me she stood up herself about six hours after I had 
left. She had slight diarrhoea next day, for which I 
gave her an astringent, and she made a complete recovery 
in about three days. 1 have been at a loss for an explana- 
tion of the cause of the symptoms in this case—as to 
whether they were due to the same cause as milk fever, 
or to some narcotic plant which she may have eaten. 
However, the quick recovery after treatment similar to 
that used for milk fever would point to its being some- 
thing of the same nature. 


TORSION FOLLOWED BY RUPTURE. 


The subject was an entire cob, six years old. He had 
been on a journey pulling a cart during the day, and on 
getting home showed signs of being affected with colic. 

saw him about 11 . and on rectal examination I 
found the fore part of the rectum twisted spirally, but 
intact. The bowel was so tightly twisted that 1 could 
only pass my hand forward about thirteen or fourteen 
inches. I told the owner that I considered the case 
hopeless, but he said he would let him take his chance, 
and I was to do what I could for him. I gave him a 
colic draught and called the next morning and examined 
him again. I was rather surprised this time to find the 
bowel completely cut across, and instead of feeling the 
twisted part my hand went into the abdominel cavity 
among the intestines. The animal died that day, and 
on post-mortem I found the bowel cut across as if it had 
n wrung in two, and the ends completely separated 
at the break. Otherwise, the bowel was healthy. 


AMPUTATION OF THE UTERUS. 


When I arrived at the farm to attend the animal, 
about ten o’clock in the morning, the owner told me 
that the cow had calved at eight o’clock the night before 
and the uterus came out about an hour after. When I 
saw her the mucous membrane of the uterus was dark, 
almost black in colour, bleeding in places, and in others 
breaking down. It had become contaminated with 
faeces and all kinds of dirt from the stable floor. The 
cow was lying, and unable to rise, the ears and horns 
were cold, also the extremities. 1 saw from the con- 
dition of the uterus that there was only one thing to 
do—toamputate. Re-placing it was out of the question. 

[ started by thoroughly —* the uterus with 
warm antiseptic solution. Then, having sterilised a 
needle, strong and medium silk, scissors and scalpel, I 
exerted traction on the prolapsed part so as to expose a 
healthy portion at the vulva, Then I took a very strong 
needle threaded with the heaviest silk I had, and put it 
through the neck of the uterus as close to the vulva as 
possible. Having pulled the silk about half-way 
through I cut it at the needle and tied each half of the 
organ separately. 

After this I put in sutures with the lighter silk all 
along the wall, each one about an inch long and ata 
distance of half-an-inch behind the double ligature. I 
inserted this latter row of sutures as a safeguard as I 
noticed in other cases that there was a considerable 
amount of hemorrhage when only the double ligature 
was used. ‘ 

After finishing these sutures I cut off the uterus about 
half-an-inch »ehind them, and having seared the stump 
slightly with a hot iron I replaced it in the vagina. 
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About ten minutes after I had finished the cow seemed 
very weak, and swayed her head about as if dizzy. I 
gave her half-a-pint of whisky and told the owner to 
give her bran mashes and gruel till I saw her again. I 
called the next day and found her standing and eating 


hay. 

The only further treatment she got was to douche the 
vagina every day with antiseptic solution for ten days. 
The sutures did not seem to cause her any trouble, so 
although I intended removing them after a week, when 
I saw her doing so well I left well alone, did not inter- 
fere with them further, She made a complete recovery 
and is still milking after fourteen months. 

I have also tried this operation on a mare and on two 
sows. These, however, did not recover, as they were in 
too weak a condition when I operated. The mare was 
plunging about and unable to rise, and only lived about 
ten minutes after I had finished. The sows also only 
lived a short time after the operation. 


CHLOROFORM AT PARTURITION. 


The following is the last case I will mention. I 
mention it not from the fact that it is of much interest 
in itself, but it will afford an opportunity for discussing 
the merits or otherwise of using anesthetics in such 
cases. 

The subject was a thoroughbred mare whose time was 
up and past. The membranes had ruptured, and when 
I saw her about 11 p.m. the head had come past the 
vulva, but there were no legs appearing. Havin 
sterilized instruments and prepared things in the usua 
way for attending foaling cases, | proceeded to make a 
vaginal examination. Immediately, however, I inserted 
my hand the mare made a ae and nearly knocked 
the groom over. I then had a twitch put on and a fore 
leg held up, but I found these were useless to restrain 
her, she would rear up and then throw herself on the 
ground, and lastly she made a vicious kick at the man 
who was holding her tail. The once that I did get my 
hand a little way into the vagina she started straining 
so much that I could not manipulate the legs of the 
foal. Seeing, after a few minutes that ordinary restraint 
was useless, I put on the chloroform muzzle as she stood 
and gave her three ounces of chloroform. She lay down 
in three or four minutes and remained perfectly quiet 
during the time I was righting the legs and taking the 
foal away. I had to give her small doses during this 
time to keep her under, but had not to apply hobbles or 
other restraint. I found no difficulty in manipulating 
the legs, as there was no straining or pressure inside the 
uterus, and the mare did not move in the slightest. She 
came out of the chloroform about ten to fifteen 
minutes after I had got the foal away, and in half-an- 
hour was standing up, and shortly afterwards took a 
drink and mash. She made an uneventful recovery 
afterwards. 

I have attended other cases of vicious mares of a 
similar kind and treated them the same as this one, with 
the same results. In none of them have I had the 
slightest trouble during the time I was taking the foal 
away. 

I may add that I never go now to attend a mare at 
foaling without bringing a chloroform muzzle and chloro- 


form. 


It was unanimously decided to postpone discussion 
on these cases until the August meeting. 


Personal. 
MAtvis!1 : PassMorRE BattyLu.—By License, on July 
24th, 1919, Charles Ajax Malvisi, M.R.c.v.s., to Marie 
Louise Passmore Battyll, of King’s Cross and Hornsey. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
YORKSHIRE Drvision. 


The Spring  oage was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds on Friday, ay, 23rd. The President S, E. 
Sampson, Esq., Sheffield, in the chair. ! 

The following members of the society signed the 
register :—Messrs. A. Mc Carmick, Hon. Sec., W. Craw- 
ford, G. E. Bowman, Capt. F. Somers, Col. A. Mason, 
Lt.-Col. H. G. Bowes, G. C. Barber, S. Wharam. Leeds ; 
Capt. G. W. Davidson, Wetherby ; G. Whithead, Batley ; 
Capt. J. W. Lazenby, Tadcaster; J. McKinna, Hudders- 
field ; G. Deighton, Selby ; Capt. A. Ellison, Harrogate ; 
Capt. H. Walpole, Whitby ; W. Ackroyd, Halifax ; J. 
A. Hodgman, Barnsley ; aod J. Clarkson, Hon. Sec., 
Garforth. Apologies for inability to be present were 
read from F. W. Garnett, Esq., Windermere, and Dr. O 
C. Bradley, Edinburgh, Hon. Assocts. of the society ; 
and Capt. A.W.N. Pillers, G.W. Carter, Major J. Abson, 
and H. Pollard. 

After the notice convening the meeting had been read, 
and the minutes confirmed and signed, the Secretary 
read a letter and resolution forwarded by the Derbyshire 
berg Association, concerning animal medicines at 
shows. 

It was proposed, seconded and carried that the Sec- 
retary write the Derbyshire Veterinary Association that 
with regard to the first part of the resolution ; while 
sympathizing with them in their motives, this Society 
does not think it a practical proposition. Regarding 
the second part of the resolution, this Society thinks it 
it would include struggling local shows, in which the 
resident Veterinary Surgeons often take a great interest, 
and the work done is done voluntarily and as a help to 
the local Societies. 

A letter from the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
was read. This had been considered by the Council 
who recommended that a donation of £2 2s Od. each be 
given to the Victoria Benevolent Fund, and to the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Defence Society. 
This was approved. 

The Council also recommended that a donation of Ten 
Guineas be given to the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterin- 
ary Relief Fund. This was also approved. 

It was decided after some little discussien not to join 
the Royal Sanitary Institute atits next meeting. Other 
correspondence was also read and considered. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By S. E. Sampson, M.R.c.V.S., Sheffield. 


Gentlemen,—In one your attention for a few 
moments, I must again for the thitd time thank you 
most heartily for the great honour you have done me in 
re-electing me your President. 

I feel the honour to be all the greater because the work 
of our Society during the last 24 es has not been of 
a very onerous nature, and also that the present year 
will in all probability be the greatest year in the world’s 
history by the signing of peace with the enemies of 
civilisation, bringing this war to a victorious end for the 
Allied Forces. 

I should feel it very remiss on my part if I did not on 
behalf of the Yorkshire Veterinary Society extend to 
our demobilised members, the most cordial of greetings 
on their return to civil life, and to place on record our 
unbounded thanks to them and their colleagues for the 
share they have so ay to keep the wheels of the 
R.A.V.C. in motion. We do hope that those who have 
left their practices to take up commissions will come 
back into their old routine of everyday practice as easily 


as possible. 


66 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 9, 1919 


We also hope that the returned men will appreciate 
the work done for the profession by those who have 
“kept the home fires burning.” There are members of 
this association, and I have no doubt of others too, who 
can testify that the civil V.S. during the war has not 
had quite the bed of roses to bask upon which some of 
the brethren in the army imagine he has had. Depletion 
of staffs due to army needs; long hours in attending 
one’s own and perhaps a neighbouring practitioner’s ; 
general irritability of clients, in addition to general 
civilian difficulties have tended to keep one’s mind and 
body continually on the jog. 

It is, I think, quite common ground that the veter- 
inary profession have more than acquitted themselves 
well during the progress cf hostilities. We have by our 
devotion to duty raised ourselves in the eyes of the 
general public, and I think it is fully realised that we 
= a necessary portion of that gigantic problem, the 

tate. 

Having gained during the last 44 years that which 
would have taken us a quarter of a century to obtain 
under our pre-war cconditions, let us not forget the 
position we hold. Let us advance, with due caution, 
steadily onward with due regard to the many pitfalls 
which will exist. We must look to our Council to leave 
no stone unturned to guard our interests in every sphere 
of the profession, especially that of the general prac- 
titioner, which I humbly submit has not received quite 
all the attention it might have at the hands of our 
Council. I quite admit that our Council have been 
labouring under very adverse circumstances especially 
in the matter of finance, and it is to be hoped that the 
Bill will become law at a very early date. 

You will have placed before you today a scale of fees 
which your Council has considered, and which will be 
open for a full discussion. It is quite evident that fees 
for similar work vary considerably in different districts 
which renders it very difficult to arrive at a general leve 
of charges for our services ; but what I think would be 
best for all, would be to arrange for a minimum scale of 
fees, with a view to stopping the undercutting which 
one hears of in various districts. 

The recent large number of outbreaks of rabies causes 
us food for thought ; and we can congratulate ourselves 
in Yorkshire that we have not been visited by the dread 
complaint but we must keep an extra sharp look out 
all the same. 

Joint-ill in foals demands a great deal of attention, 
and the very heavy losses which have occurred this year 
are nothing short of a national calamity. We must 
heartily support our bacteriologists in their endeavours 
to solve the many problems which this disease presents. 

There are many more subjects which are of vital inter- 
est to us which I should like to touch upon, but as time 
is limited I must ask you to excuse me and to extend 
your forgiveness for leaving them out. I thank you for 
a very pationt hearing. 


Mr. McKinna proposed that a hearty vote of thanks 
be accorded to the President for his ey! able and 
interesting address. This was seconded by Lt.-Col. 
Bowes and supported by several members, and carried 
unanimously. 

The resignation of Capt. P. R. Thompson, who has 
left the county, was received with regret, and the best 
wishes of the Society go with him to his new sphere. 

Scale of Fees for Veterinary Attendance, etc. The 
report of the Council on this matter was considered and 
after a considerable amount of discussion a scale was 

reed upon. It was also decided to forward the list to 

veterinary surgeons pecs. in Yorkshire asking 
fora reply. If no reply be received, the Society to con- 
sider the practitioner in agreement. 

Subscriptions in arrear. The question had been sent 
to the Council to consider at the last meeting of the 


Society, and that body recommended “That those who 
have served in H.M. Forces be excused their subscrip- 
tions for the period of their service.” This was agreed 
to and carried. 

The Council also reported on its consideration of the 
proposed arrangements of the War Office for veterinary 
attendance on “ Loaned Army horses.” It had come to 
the conclusion that no good purpose would be served by. 
interfering in any way, though they thought that the 
better way would have been for the War Office to have 
let the contracts to the borrowers’ own veterinary sur- 
geons. 

The members then passed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President, and the meeting concluded, the members 
being afterwards entertained to tea by the Society. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VSS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Danels, L., Capt. R.A.V.C. £1 1 
Deighton, P., Selby, Yorks 
Howie,G, Alford, 1918-19 22 0 
Howie, G., jun., Capt. R.a.v.c, 1918-19 2 2 
Mattinson, A. B., M.c., Major R.A.v.c. 2 2 0 
Rankin, J. D., Colne, Lancs. 110 
Previously acknowledged 918 18 10 
Aug. 6 £928 7 10 


RESUSCITATION OF NATIONAL V.M.A. 


Sir,—Will you permit me the hospitality of your 
columns to refer briefly to the announcement of the 
annual meeting of the National Veterivary Association. 

The Council of the N.V.A. at their meeting in April 
felt that in view of the great dislocation of the work of 
veterinary associations caused by the war, it would be 
little use attempting to hold anything more than a formal 
annual meeting of the Association to pass accounts etc., 
as required by the rules. Having aos to the many 
questions affecting the profession which have arisen, and 
are likely to arise during the period of reconstruction, 
it was decided by the President, Dr. O. C. Bradley, that 
every possible effort should be made to get to work with 
as little delay as possible. 

With this object in view it has been arranged to hold 
the general meeting as announced, the principal object 
being to lay down a policy. At the present moment no 
such definition of line of action exists, but believing 

rospects before the profession to be serious this, in my 

umble opinion, is a vital necessity. I do not for a mo- 
ment attempt to lay down any lines of policy, but it must 
be obvious to the thinking members of the profession 
that the time has gone by when our political interests 
could be left to some indiscriminate and unco-ordinated 
action by societies which thought fit to take the matter 
up, and which rarely, if ever, achieved more than the 
passage of piously worded resolutions, which were in 
most cases as promptly forgotten. 

It will I think be conceded that the National Veteri- 
nary Association has done much useful work in the past, 
and that very many of us looked forward with keen in- 
terest to the annual meetings as affording us opportuni- 
ties for acquiring information, to further cement old 
friendships and to make many new ones, but if I under- 
stand correctly the purpose for which the National was 
re-constituted when practically the whole of the Associ- 
ations became affiliated, then the functions of the parent 
Association assume a er of importance to the pro- 
fession which it would be dishonest, to minimise, but 


| = 


. August 9, 1919 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 67 


having assumed these responsibilities, in what way can 
” ational Veterinary Association attempt to fulfil 
them. 

In the first place it may be well to enquire if these re- 
sponsibilities can be defined. Is the veterinary profes- 
sion at large, for instance even slightly interested in the 
many questions which in the om of many of us are 
of the very highest import to the future of our calling ? 
If the only possible method of attempting to assess the 
degree of interest taken be adopted, namely by calcu- 
lating the aoe of those who have thought fit to 
joia one or other of our local Veterinary Medical Associ- 
ations, it will be found that approximately only one 
third of the practising members were sufficiently inter- 
ested to do so, and therefore it might be assumed that 
the majority were quite content with matters as they 
stand, and an even less favourable estimate would result 
if we take as the basis of our calculation the number 
who feel sufficiently interested to attend such meetings. 

Under the existing conditions then, is the National 
entitled to speak for the profession? The answer is, 
I think—That it cannot claim to voice the aspirations 
of any but those who are on its roll of membership ; 
though I make no doubt that the remainder are quite 
ready to enjoy any improvement which may result from 
the activities of our Association. 

It may be that the inducements to join are not sufti- 
ciently alluring, that there is no esprit de corps in the 
profession, and that nothing short of an assurance that 
our efforts will result in immediate material profit to 
the individual will be effective ; but a plain recognition 
of the essential preliminary, that a very large increase 
of membership is necessary before effective action can 
be taken, must not be shirked. Other professions and 
trades have repeatedly shown what can be attained by 
combination, and there is no reason to sup that our 
profession would be an exception, but the matter is 
urgent, and if we fail to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities which are certain to arise in the time which is 
immediately before us then we may well remain in the 
very undignified position in which many members of 
our profession find themselves to-day. 

atever the policy laid down by the members of the 
National may be, by it the Council will loyally abide, 
but that it will be vigorous and progressive I bone no 
doubt, and in securing a promise from Mr. Garnett to 
read a paper we deem ourselves fortunate. His complete 
devotion to the interests of our profession during the 
past five years, a period of anxiety such as has been 
endured by none of his predecessors, demands not only 
our gratitude, but active support to discuss the pro- 
posals which he will put before us.—I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 
Yorton Lodge, J. W. BRITTLEBANK, 

Hoole, Chester. Hon. Sec. 


A REVIEW OF OUR POSITION. 


Sir,—During the changes which are taking place at 
present, the veterinary profession is sharing in the 
general unrest, but there seems no unanimity of opinion 
as to the general causes, which I think must be known 
before we can expect a reconstruction on satisfactory 
lines, In these days of selfishness when societies fight 
for their own members and even individuals think 
almost entirely of themselves, we should realise that 
to improve our standing and conditions we must rel 
on ourselves also. It is useless thinking that by hard, 
conscientious, useful work we shall reach the status 
that we are endeavouring to attain. It must be a fight, 
but if we make up our minds in real earnest I think we 
will succeed. 


The R.C.V.S. grants the diploma of M.R.C.V.S. to a 
student who has paid the required fees and shown that 
he has the ability to pass their examinations, but as 
soon as he,qualifies how are his interests looked after ! 
He imagines that he will be able to claim a reasonable 
salary, and with hard work has a fairly bright future. 
Unfortunately, it is not long before he is disillusioned. 
He finds that he is too inexperienced for practice, and 
as an assistant can secure hardly a living wage, and that 
if he wants an agement he must take a_post- 
graduate course. ter paying the necessary fees, and 
acquiring more knowledge he feels confident now that 
all is well. It does not make a great deal of difference 
which appointment he secures, he realises very soon that 
he is very much underpaid and has no redress. The 
grand days that the idealist dreams about, when a man 
works for the love of his profession and is satisfied with 
just sufficient money to live on, are not here yet, and as 

e does not receive an adequate salary, or immediate 
prospects of one, he soon becomes dissatisfied, which 
creates unrest, and a lack of interest in the political 
side of his profession, which may increase until he takes 
very little interest in the profession at all. Can we 
blame him? Is it not reasonable to presume that the 
body who granted him the diploma should see that he 
receives adequate remuneration? If he is not worth a 
nes Sees then he should not have been permitted 
to quality. 

his seems to me a point of the utmost importance in 
encouraging the right stamp of fellow into our profession. 
No parent is knowingly going to spend a large sum of 
money on a son’s education unless he feels that when 
the son qualifies he will receive sufficient remuneration 
to enable him to marry at a reasonable age, and live ina 
style which is equal to the standard of other profess- 
ional men. This is most certainly not the case in the 
veterinary profession. One knows of many successful 
ractitioners, and veterinary surgeons holding good and 
ucrative appointments, but they are very much in the 
minority. 

For instance, if the R.C.V.S. were to inform the 
Colonial Office, or any similar body, that they could not 
obtain the services of a M.R.C.V.S. under a certain 
sum, they would simply have to pay the desired salary, 
and this principle could be applied to nearly all appoint- 
ments. 

In the medical profession they have a medico-political 
union to look after the interest of their profession. 
Why should we not have a similar organisation to look 
after ours ¢ 

This letter I fear is rather strong and a little pessim- 
istic, but I feel that something ought to be done, and 
wish to start the ball rolling as it were, in the hope that 
some of our able political members will take the 
matter up.—I am, yours truly, 

Aug. 1st. “ SPERO.” 


A SCRAP OF GRATITUDE. . 


A veterinary surgeon who took a dog affected with 
paralysis of the hind limbs into his infirmary, found the 
patient to be very irritable and instead of handling the 
dog and running the risk of being bitten, he endeavour- 
ed to make the patient move by gentle persuasion with 
a broom handle. - 

The dog died and the owner sent his cheque with the 
accompanying note written on a very small piece of paper. 

F.R.C.V.S. 


“Mr. A. encloses cheque though what for he would be 
glad to know. Mr. C. did nothing whatever to lessen 
the sufferings of an old dog who was dying of old age, 
except poking at him with a broom stick.” 


per 
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ANIMALS (ANASTHETICS ) BILL. 


In Committee on this Bill, on the motion of Lord 
Willoughby de Broke, it was resolved to add to the 
operations specified in the fifth schedule, to which do 
and cats should not be subjected except under the 
influence of an anesthetic, the “ clipping or rounding of 
ears.” 

One of the operations specified in the fifth schedule 
is the docking of the tail of dogs and cats, and on the 
motion of Earl Stanhope it was agreed to insert “ of 
animals over six months old.” 

The Bill passed through Committee and was reported 
to the House. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, July 31. 

The King held an Investiture in the Quadrangle of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when The King invested 
them with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 


THE Most ExcetLent ORDER oF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 
Officers— Military Division. 
* * 


* * 
Major Perer Epaar, New Zealand A.V.C. F 
ug. 2. 
THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * * * 


Captain Jonn Hopexrins. 


Extracts from London Gazette 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 30. 

Reeutak Forors. Royat Army VETERINARY CoRPs. 

Temp. Lt. E. K. Smith to be temp. Capt. (J vy aes 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. ( actg. Maj.) S. C. Richards, 
0.B.E., to he a Maj. (Jan. 15). 

Can. A. V.C.—The following retire in the British Isles :— 
Temp. Maj. C. G. Saunders, p.s.o, Temp. Capt. O. V. 
Geating uly 12). 

July 31. 


Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. W. A. Wood retires on ret. pay 


Capt. and Bt. Maj. J. W. Rainey, 0.8.£., relinquishes the 
temp. rank of Lt.-Col. (July 1), and is granted the 
rank of Lt.-Col. 


Terrirortat Force, RoyaL Army VETERINARY Corps. 
July 30. 
Maj.) R. Rawlins relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (July 10). 


An undesirable Advertisement. 


A correspondent sends us a page of Horse and Hound 
containing the following advertisement, which he con- 
siders should be brought to the notice of other members 
of the profession. 


“To Horse Buyers at Tattersall’s and Aldridge’s.—- 
F. K. Henton, late Lecturer 5th Res. Cavalry Regt., 
Consulting Veterinary Surgeon Harrods Ltd., for fifteen 
years, examines and reports on horses at Tattersall’s 
and Aldridge’s. Fee, 5s. each horse.—Office, 2 Wells 
Street, Jermyn Street. Telephone: Gerrard 447.” 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease reported 
from Kingsbury, near Tamworth, has involved three 
farms. Mr. W. i Olver, veterinary inspector, Tamworth, 
found four cows affected, and on the following day two 
more. He at once reported the matter to the Board of 
Agriculture, and the disease was confirmed by one of 
their inspectors. A restrictive Order has been made 
and the usual precautions enforced. At present the 
destruction of between 30 and 40 cattle and calves and 
over 100 sheep and a number of pigs is involved. 

Farmers in the Coventry district were unable to 
obtain orders on Tuesday for the removal of cattle to 
slaughter-houses, and consequently no sales could take 


(Aug. 1), and is granted the rank of Col. 


place. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Rabies. | Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Bwine Fever. 
Cases Disease. ange. 
Confrmd! Out-| Ani- Out- | Ani- | ani. 
Period. breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- break mals. Scab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
Sigs reaks| mals. » breaks | tered. * 
A (a) (a) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Aug.2 | 6 7 7 1 27 54 93 57 25 
1918 a| 6 | 11 28 13 
Corresponding 1917 33| 61 2} 928 10 
1916 4 8 2 2 3] 49 72 54 
Total for 31 weeks, 1919 |128| 3] 122 | 158 | 20 | 15/ 41] 3341 | 7506] 218] 1353 | 599 
" 1918 159 180 23 64 | 3284 | 6233 247 904 359 
Corresponding 1917 313 858 16 28 | 1768 | 3461 333 1603 690 
period in 1916 348 | 409 | 1 | 24 | 87] 1620 | 3690] 178] 3042 | 


a’ Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 5, 1919 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Aug. 2. 
The surname of Capt. D. A. Gillmor is as now described 
| and not as in the Gazette of July 10. 
| Can. A.V.C.—The follg. offrs. retire in the British Isles:— 
Temp. Capt. H. Colebourn, Temp. Capt. R. J. Vickers, 
| m.c (Jul 12) Hon. Lt. W. Denton uly 21). 
Can. AVG— emp. Capt. R. M. Lee retires in the British 
. | Isles (July 12). 
| 


